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Another eminent German ethnologist, the late Theodor
Koch, remarks that the differences between the speech of
men and women in the Mbaya language have been attested
by many inquirers, and he collects from earlier authorities
a number of examples, among which may be noted the
following:1
MEN'S SPEECH     WOMEN'S SPEECH
to die                         alco                         gemd
dead                          ako                         gkcma
I go to the house       saragigo oypilo        saragigo yoi
to drink                     jagitifd                   jaucd
man                           houlegre                  agoidna
water                         ndgodi                     nidgo
now                           anaga leegi              oca
late evening               coquidi                    aguy
quickly                      ah                           otege
Among the Indian tribes of North America there appears
to be very little evidence of a difference of speech between
men and women. However, in regard to the Hitchiti, a
Muskhogean tribe, we are told that their language, " like
the Creek, has an archaic form called ' women's talk', or
female language ".2 And in regard to the languages of the
North American Indians in general we read that " one of
the frequent types of differences is that between the language
of men and that of women, This difference may be one of
pronunciation, as among some Eskimo tribes, or may con-
sist in the use of different sets of imperative and declara-
tive particles, as among the Sioux, or in other differences
of vocabulary ; or it may be more fundamental, due to the
foreign origin of the women of the tribe." 3
In regard to the language spoken by the natives of the
Aleutian Islands, off the north-western coastof North America,
it is said that in it, " as in the Greenland language, there is
a marked difference between the speech of men and the
speech of women ".4
Still rarer, apparently, are traces of a difference of speech
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